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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is 
a respiratory illness that can spread from
person to person. The virus that causes
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was
first identified during an investigation into
an outbreak in Wuhan, China. The World
Health Organization delcared COVID-19
a global pandemic on March 11, 2020.
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Statement on Graduation Ceremonies:
 
The Ohio Department of Education and the
Ohio Department of Health urge school
districts to be thoughtful and careful in
choosing and planning the best way to celebrate
graduation and other milestones. Several
options are available and can be successfully
implemented all while keeping safe practices in
mind.
 
Virtual Graduation Ceremonies: Virtual
graduation ceremonies are the safest. We
strongly recommend this approach to maximize
the safety and health of everyone involved.
There are many good examples to be found on
social media of virtual graduation ceremonies
using technology.
 
Structured and Controlled In-Person
Graduation Ceremonies:  More care and
complex planning is required in attempting
structured and controlled in-person graduation
ceremonies. Several schools and districts have
already worked with their local health
departments to develop creative ways to hold
structured in-person ceremonies and create
memorable experiences for participants that
also follow social distancing best practices and
comply with the mass gatherings limit of 10
people.Some examples of school graduation
ceremonies that meet these criteria are:
 
 
 

 
Graduation Ceremony
Guidance

Drive-thru graduations. There are a couple
variations of this approach:
 
Variation 1: Students and their families drive up
to the school (wearing masks). Only the student
gets out of the car to receive the diploma, the
principal says the name of the student on a
loudspeaker, a photo or video is taken of the
student by school staff, and the family drives
away. All of this is done in a single-file line with
police presence.
 
Variation 2: In this variation, all family members
stay in the car. The senior is in the front seat and
the principal passes the diploma through the car
window and shares congratulations. Everyone
wears masks. The student is photographed by
school staff in a separate location. This could be
held in alphabetical order. Again, all of this is
done in a single-file line with police presence.
 
Single family in-person graduation: Families
are called into the auditorium one-by-one (no
more than 10 people total including the school
administrators), the student walks across the
stage, receives a diploma and walks out of the
auditorium and back to the car. The next family
enters. Attention should be paid to disinfecting
surfaces (door handles, hand railings, etc.) that
may be repeatedly touched. Also, strict parking
management and regulation is needed to
prevent congregating in parking lots and
outdoor locations. This can be done by
appointment only to ensure a smooth process
for all.
 
School districts seeking to hold these types of
alternative celebrations should involve the local
health departments, and law enforcement
partners to ensure that health and safety
protocols are follow appropriately.
 
For more information about Graduation
Ceremonies from the Ohio Department of
Health, click here.
 
For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/resources/general-resources/guidance-for-graduation-ceremonies

